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ORGANIZERS’ NOTE

Mani, and specifically Western Mani, functions here as an active field — as a land
that carries memory, resistance and freedom. The festival “In the Footsteps of
Kazantzakis and Zorbas” approaches the meeting of two individuals as a dynamic
relationship within the framework of this historical encounter. A relationship born
from the coexistence of opposites and transformed into creative tension.

Kazantzakis and Zorbas met in a place both harsh and open, between the land
that is excavated and the sea that unfolds. There, their friendship operated as a
mirror that, after recognizing the limits of the self, finds the strength to move
beyond them.

The festival unfolds in the very places where this relationship was formed and
shaped, through artistic and narrative actions that engage in dialogue. The sites
do not simply host works; they actively participate in them. The particular
becomes unified, contrast becomes a bridge, and friendship becomes an act of
creation. We seek conditions for encounter, freedom and inner movement.

As a contemporary form of intangible cultural heritage, the festival activates a
shared journey in the present, without remaining confined to yet another reading
of the past.
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